Are We Intellectually Compatible?

By Susan Vogt, MA, CFLE

Couples don't have to have similar IQ’s or educational degrees in order to be intellectually compatible, but if one values the life of the

mind and the other would rather just vegetate, it decreases satisfying couple conversation — the heart of intimacy.

Circle the response (Agree, Both, Disagree, or Unsure) that best fits you.

1. I like to play games that stretch my mind (card games, Scrabble, Boggle, Trivial Pursuit) more than games that are based
mostly on luck (Twister, Bingo, Solitare).

Agree Both Disagree Unsure

N

. I like to read and listen to public radio more than to do physical activity.

Agree Both Disagree Unsure

3. | like to attend cultural events like plays, operas, museums more than go to the latest popular movie or concert.

Agree Both Disagree Unsure

I

. | prefer classical and jazz music to rap, pop or easy listening music.

Agree Both Disagree Unsure

5. | enjoy analyzing and talking about a book, movie, or play rather than just enjoying it and letting it go.

Agree Both Disagree Unsure

6. | read for recreation more than information.

Agree Both Disagree Unsure

7. When my spouse (boy/girlfriend, fiancé/fiancée) and | play intellectual games, we’re usually pretty evenly matched.

Agree Disagree Unsure

8. | know enough about my spouse’s work that | can listen sympathetically and understand the basics.

Agree Disagree Unsure

0

. | feel comfortable socializing with my spouse’s work colleagues.

Agree Disagree Unsure

10. I'm decent at reading maps and can find my way around a strange city.

Agree Disagree Unsure

11. When assembling a toy, piece of furniture, etc., | can usually do it in a reasonable time, without any parts left over, and
without cursing.

Agree Disagree Unsure




Bonus Questions:

12. | know how to defrag a hard drive, get my e-mail remotely, use my cell phone for more than just phone calls, and network
home computers.

Yes to all 4 3 outof4 2 outof 4 1 out of 4 none

13. I know how to tell the difference between:
A. A cherry tomato and a grape tomato.
B. An allemande and a gypsy.
C. A stallion and a gelding.
D. AVé engine and a straight 6.
E. A sonnet and an epic.
F. Advent and Lent.
G. A child’s moody cry and a crisis cry.
H. A fact and a feeling.

SCORING:

On questions 1 - 11 if you:
Both circled "Agree” on the majority of statements, your intelligence is of the “Classic style” and very compatible.
Both circled "Both” on the majority of statements, you are a couple for all seasons, very eclectic.

Both circled “Disagree” on the majority of statements traditional intellectual pursuits are not important to you. This has nothing to do
with how smart you are but rather your taste in pursuits of the mind. Of course it could also mean that you are so laid back that you

might want to take your pulse.

Both circled “Unsure” on the majority of statements, you have trouble making up your mind or making decisions. This is a marital

concern of a different kind but can be equally annoying.

Disagree with each other on five or more responses, you may feel disappointed or irritated with each other’s intellectual style. One of

you needs to lighten up and the other tighten up on intellectual pursuits lest you succumb to IDD (Intellectual Deficit Disorder).

Disagree on #10 or #11, that's fine. You can make up for the other’s deficit as long as you don't gloat.
On Bonus Questions, #12 and #13:
Questions #12 and #13 point to different kinds of intelligence beyond traditional styles. See who has technical intelligence or:
A. Food/gardening intelligence.
B. Dancing intelligence.
C. Animal intelligence.
D. Automotive intelligence.
E. Poetry intelligence.
F. Religious intelligence.
G. Parental intelligence.

H. Relationship/communication intelligence.



